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tennis, in which he had formerly excelled; and at Marly by
seeing mall played, in which he had also been skilful. Some-
times when there was no council, he would make presents of
stuff, or of silver ware, or jewels, to the ladies, by means of a
lottery, for the tickets of which they paid nothing. Madame
de Maintenon drew lots with the others, and almost always
gave at once what she gained. The King took no ticket.
Upon returning home from walks or drives, anybody, as I
have said, might speak to the King from the moment he left
his coach till he reached the foot of his staircase. He changed
his dress again, and rested in his cabinet an hour or more, then
went to Madame de Maintenon's,, and on the way any one who
wished might speak to him.
At ten o'clock his supper was served. The captain of the
guard announced this to him. A quarter of an hour after the
King came to supper, and from the ante-chamber of Madame
de Maintenon to the table again, any one spoke to him who
wished. This supper was always on a/grand scale, the royal
household (that is, the sons and daughters of France), at table,
and a large number of courtiers and ladies present, sitting or
standing, and on the evening before the journey to Marly all
those ladies who wished to take part in it. That was called
presenting yourself for Marly. Men asked in the morning,
simply saying to the King, " Sire, Marly." In later years the
King grew tired of this, and a valet wrote up in the gallery the
names of those who asked. The ladies continued to present
themselves.
After supper the King stood some moments, his back to the
balustrade of the foot of his bed, encircled by all his Court;
then, with bows to the ladies, passed into his cabinet, where on
arriving, he gave his orders. He passed a little less than an
hour there, seated in an arm-chair, with his legitimate children,
and bastards, his grandchildren, legitimate and otherwise, and
their husbands or wives. Monsieur in another arm-chair; the
princesses upon stools, Monseigneur and all the other princes
standing.
The King, wishing to* retire, went and fed his dogs; then

